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lepharospasm Australia Inc.

Chairman: John Yeudall
Secretary: Lyn Smith

0419 045 698
9582 1676

Member Liaison: Nola Pense

0409 882 618

Postal Address: All correspondence should be sent to
the Secretary:
5 Fenton Place Bouvard WA 6211

Email: secretary@beb.org.au
Website: www.beb.org.au
Annual General Meeting
Friday 23 March 2018 at Citiplace - the Perth
Railway Station Seniors Centre.
Light refreshments will be served

12noon - 2.00pm.
Please ring/leave message or email if you are coming.
We need the numbers for catering purposes.
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A

nnual General Meeting

Location : Citiplace Community Centre
Perth Railway Station
Date: Friday 23 March 2018
Time: 12.00 noon - 2.00pm: AGM 12.15pm.
The agenda will be as follows:
Chairman’s welcome
Apologies
Previous minutes
Chairman’s report
Member Liaison report
Financial report
Election of officers
Any other business
followed by light refreshments and a video presentation of the End
of Year function.
Our Chairman will bring us up to date on what has been happening
within our organisation.
John Yeudall, Nola Pense, Lesley Reynolds and Lyn Smith have
all indicated a willingness to continue in their roles and a new
member Annette Clarkson has nominated for the Board in keeping
with the need for succession planning and fresh ideas that will
keep our organisation current.
Eunice will be retiring from the Board but will continue to be an
active member.
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E

nd of Year Function

Everyone agreed this was a fantastic event thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. The room looked lovely and the
meal was great. It was the entertainment however that really made
the day!

The Two Johnnies were spectacular and we are all hoping they will
return for our next function. See our new banner in the background!
For those who missed out, a
video of the event is on the
website and will also be
played at the AGM.
Lesley catches up with George

A highlight of the day was a visit from Dr Jeremy Raiter who updated us on new developments with pain-reducing cream that can
be applied before injections and various other topics.
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Another guest was Jason Appleby from Garden City Specsavers pictured above with Dr Raiter - who presented our members with
novel travel containers of spectacle cleaner. One of our members
(I’m not revealing any names) thought it was eye drops and had a
most unfortunate experience!

Nola joins the Two Johnnies for the final numbers!

Lyrics to the Blepharospasm Songs are on the website - I don’t
suppose many people are aware of all the songs about BEB!
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C

ONNECTGROUPS GRANT

We were awarded a grant of $2,200 for the production of a new
brochure, banners and venue hire for our meetings.
The brochures and banners have now arrived and the brochures are
in process of being distributed.
Our initial goal is to reach General Practitioners as they are often
the first port of call for BEB sufferers. They will be sent a letter
and a couple of brochures that we hope will allow them to recognise that a patient may be presenting with BEB. We also hope to
reach specialist treaters with a supply of brochures that they can
give to their BEB patients and encourage them to register with our
organisation.

M

ember News

We had an enquiry on our website from a person in Victoria enquiring about the Joaquin Farias technique for dystonia and
blepharospasm. This name and technique was totally new to us; so
research on this was commenced. John Yeudall contacted BEB
Canada Research Foundation and was sent some articles, to which
they added the following rider :
BEBCRF Inc. is not associated with Joaquin
Farias PhD. It is up to
the individual patient
should they wish to follow up with this process :
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In recent years one of our Members attended Dr Farias’s clinic and
another person from NSW was a participant last year, her summary
was ‘If you can find a way to go see him, for me it was SO WORTH
IT!’
Of interest the BEB Research Foundation has a current offer of
grant funds up to $100,000 for research ie in the use of medical
marijuana and the use of neuroplasticity training.

C

urrent Research

You may be interested to know that volunteers have been called for
a Blepharospasm Study ie from 7 Universities in America, 1 in
Canada, 1 in Germany and 2 in Italy.
Purpose? To develop the best way to distinguish blepharospasm
from other disorders, and to measure the symptoms and impact of
blepharospasm so that the value of any newly proposed treatments
can be properly tested.
There are 3 different groups of people in this study:
o People with blepharospasm or Meige syndrome
o People with other facial or eye disorders
o People with no facial or eye problems or other neurological complaints
This study is being conducted with the aid and support of the Office
of Rare Diseases/National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (ORDR/NCATS) and the National Institute for Neurological
Diseases and Stroke (NINDS) at the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) and the Benign Essential Blepharospasm Research Foundation.
Peter Bakalor Vice-President - Development and Treasurer has advised that the BEBRF is the major funder of this project, August 2017.

7

D

OCTORS WHO TREAT BLEPHAROSPASM

Our website contains lists of the doctors who treat blepharospasm
throughout Australia.
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-western-australia/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-queensland/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-new-south-wales/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-victoria/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-south-australia/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-tasmania/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-northern-territory/
http://beb.org.au/medical-treatment/doctors-in-australian-capitalterritory/
No doubt there are more that we don’t know about, so if you know
of any others, please let us know by emailing our secretary:
secretary@beb.org.au.

More contact details are on our website: www.beb.org.au
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